
Learn How to Open A Bank Account 

Follow the below steps to open a bank account/ create a bank account / create account 

1. Visit the Bank Branch or Website with the following documents 
 

a. Identification (government-issued ID like a driver’s license, passport, 
military ID) 

b. Your Social Security Number or similar 
c. Your physical and mailing address 
d. An initial deposit (if required at the time of opening) 

 

2. Pick the Product You Want 

 
a. Checking accounts for making payments and direct deposit 
b. Savings accounts for earning interest 
c. Money market accounts for slightly more interest (while keeping access 

to your cash) 
d. Certificates of deposit (CDs) for earning even more when you lock up 

your funds 
e. Loans of all types (auto, home, personal loans, and more) 

3. Provide Your Information  

 
As you open a new bank account, you'll need to provide sensitive 
information to the bank 
 

4. Agree to Terms 

You’ll have to agree to abide by certain rules and accept responsibility for 

certain activities in your accounts 

5. Fund your Account 
 

If you’re opening a checking or savings account, you’ll need to make an 

initial deposit into the account. Sometimes this is required as part of the 

opening process, and sometimes you can do it after the account is up and 

running. There are several ways to fund your account: 

 

https://www.thebalance.com/how-to-set-up-direct-deposit-315294
https://www.thebalance.com/savings-accounts-4073268
https://www.thebalance.com/money-market-accounts-earnings-and-access-315773
https://www.thebalance.com/money-market-accounts-earnings-and-access-315773
https://www.thebalance.com/cd-basics-how-cds-work-315245
https://www.thebalance.com/cd-basics-how-cds-work-315245
https://www.thebalance.com/unsecured-personal-loans-315518


 

 


